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Following is a list of 29 low-residency MFA writing programs throughout the country. From each website, I copied and pasted their requirements for graduation. I thought that gave the best insight into each program. The URL’s are listed so you can read further.

I highlighted in yellow what stands out in each program, what makes them unique or different. The standard is the basic model which requires a completed manuscript in one genre and a literary essay (usually 3rd semester), and offer a combination of on-site residencies and semesters at home. Some of the differences I noted were online workshops (as opposed to one-on-one with your mentor/advisor), residencies in international locales, residency not required, and genres in addition to fiction, creative nonfiction and poetry. I was impressed with the variety of choices. If this is the way you want to go, there really seems to be something for everyone. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Antioch University – Culver City, California

http://www.antiochla.edu/programs_mfa.shtml

“MFA students select one of the three available genres-fiction, poetry, or creative nonfiction-as an area of concentration. They also have ample opportunity to take seminars or study more deeply in a second genre, if they wish to do so, by selecting seminars from different genres during residencies and/or by focusing on a genre outside the selected concentration during one project period.

With an additional (fifth) semester of study, students may attain their MFA with a Dual Concentration. Students choosing this option will spend three terms working in one genre and two terms in a second genre.

Those who wish to earn a Certificate in the Teaching of Creative Writing take an additional postgraduate semester (project period and residency) of study. During the postgraduate semester, they teach in a supervised field placement and study the pedagogy of creative writing under the supervision of a teacher or writer approved by Antioch University.

MFA students must complete an approved field study.
During the second project period, each student writes a short critical paper in preparation for writing the longer paper (25-40 pages) during the third term.

Offered at each residency, the Translation Seminar exposes students to the art of translating literary texts, the workings of language, and how individual writers make language choices. 

During the fourth project period, each student prepares a final manuscript of work to submit during the fifth residency.”

Ashland University – Ashland, Ohio

http://www.ashland.edu/mfa/

“The program will require three semesters of creative writing/critical reading and writing, one semester of thesis preparation, and three intensive 14-day summer residencies. Students preparing for graduation will present and defend their book-length manuscripts, and participate in the critique of other student theses.” Poetry and creative nonfiction only.
Bennington College – Bennington, Vermont http://www.bennington.edu/acad_grad_writ.asp

“To receive the MFA, each student creates a portfolio of fiction, nonfiction, or poetry, or, in some cases, a mixed-genre portfolio. While students must apply in a single genre, there are structural opportunities in the Seminars to write across genres.

University of British Columbia – Vancouver, B.C., Canada

http://www.creativewriting.ubc.ca/index.html

“Studio writing programs emphasize the creation and critical discussion of original writing rather than the study of literature or literary criticism. Readings are assigned or suggested by instructors where appropriate, but there is not a significant reading or criticism component to the degree.

The program offers seven genres of study: fiction, non-fiction, poetry, screenwriting, playwriting, writing for children, and translation. Students are required to work in at least three separate genres during the course of their degree. As long as the degree is completed within five years, students may take between one and three courses during any given year.

Summer Residency - Although we strongly recommend attending the residencies, we do allow students to opt out of this residency, taking all courses at a distance.
Online workshops are the primary means of instruction in this program. Work carried out directly with a faculty mentor will complement the workshops, typically during the creation of the thesis, a book-length (or full length production) original creative work.”

Carlow University – Pittsburg, Pennsylvania

http://gradstudies.carlow.edu/creative/index.html

“The Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing is a low-residency international program designed for students who want to be professional writers, to teach creative writing at the college level, or to enjoy the satisfaction of writing and reading in an individualized program. It requires five semesters and 36 credits. Four semesters begin with an intensive 11-day residency at either Carlow University in Pittsburgh or St. Patrick-Carlow College in Carlow, Ireland.  At the end of each residency, students spend five months writing and reading in their chosen genre under the supervision of the professional writer with whom they worked during residency. The student may devote one residency and its adjoining practicum to another genre. (The) fifth semester is (to) produce an original manuscript of publishable quality in fiction, poetry or creative nonfiction. 

Fairleigh Dickinson University – Madison, New Jersey

http://view.fdu.edu/?id=1418  

“This global program allows students to receive guidance from the international perspective of writers and poets throughout the world. The M.F.A. degree is offered in three disciplines - poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction.

There are no courses in the traditional sense, but rather writing modules and residencies. Four writing modules, approximately 10 weeks long, will be offered each academic year, two in the spring and two in the fall. Each module will be under the direction of a faculty mentor with additional advice from members of the cadre of global readers. Students also will comment on each other's writing in online workshops. There are no grades, but rather a pass-fail system.

The residencies take place each year in mid-August at the Madison Campus and early January at the Wroxton, England, campus. Students must complete a minimum of three residency periods during the course of study. 

Goddard College – Plainfield, Vermont

http://www.goddard.edu/academic/MFA_Writing.html

“Complete a full-length creative manuscript.

Read more than 45 books, and develop the ability to   critically analyze your own carefully constructed bibliography.

Every MFA in Creative Writing student must complete a teaching practicum in the third semester. Our intensive residencies are offered at two sites, Plainfield, VT and Port Townsend, WA.

Goucher College – Baltimore, Maryland

http://www.goucher.edu/x1166.xml 

For creative nonfiction only. “The limited-residency format of the program, with its integrated reading/writing/ mentoring curriculum, allows students to complete the program in two years. The 38-credit hour degree requirement* breaks down as follows:

Participation in two spring mini-residencies and three summer residencies over a two-year period. The third and final residency lasts five days and includes commencement. 

Four semesters of off-campus critical and original artistic work which includes mentorships, a critical paper, an internship, and final manuscript

Hamline University – St. Paul, Minnesota

http://www.hamline.edu/gls/academics/degree_programs/mfa_cl/index.html

“Children and Young Adults literature. In the first two semesters, students are required to submit – in addition to their creative writing – monthly critical responses to assigned works in the field.  The assigned reading is designed to provide students with pertinent lessons in craft as well as a comprehensive overview of the field of children’s literature in English.

In the third semester, students must submit – in addition to their creative writing – a critical thesis of twenty or more pages on an aspect of children’s/young adult literature, or an aspect of craft or literary theory pertaining to the field. In the fourth semester, students must submit a creative thesis: a book-length manuscript of original work (e.g., poems, short stories, picture books, a novel – middle grade or young adult, creative nonfiction).”

Hollins University – Roanoke, Virginia

http://www.hollins.edu/grad/childlit/childlit.htm     

“…offers graduate students an M.A. or an M.F.A. degree in the study and writing of children’s and young adult literature over a period of three to five summers.”

Lesley University – Cambridge, Massachusetts

http://www.lesley.edu/offcampus/term/nmfaaibgsass_creative_writ.html

“The Master of Fine Arts (MFA) in Creative Writing is a low-residency program that allows students, with the oversight of a faculty mentor, to design their own concentrations in fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction, or writing for young people. Students work independently during the semester, under the guidance of their faculty mentor. At least two attributes distinguish Lesley's MFA in Creative Writing from other low-residency programs. First, the interdisciplinary component encourages students to expand their abilities as writers by widening the angles, and deepening the fields, of their vision. While the multi-genre expertise of our writing faculty will be the student's key resource, those with an interest in the visual arts will have the opportunity to work with faculty from The Art Institute of Boston at Lesley (AIB); and those seeking to integrate their writing with such disciplines as art therapy, psychology, and education will have the resources of Lesley's Graduate School of Arts and Social Sciences.

Murray State University – Murray, Kentucky

http://www.murraystate.edu/mfa/

“The program requires a total of four 10-day residencies at Murray State University. These residencies take place every July and January; the MFA program, therefore, requires a minimum time of two years to complete. Some students may find a four-year schedule more conducive to their situations; such a schedule would, for example, allow students to complete the four required residencies during four successive summers.

After completing the three required Tutorials (at least two of them in the student's selected genre), the student will spend a final semester revising work within the selected genre in order to complete and submit a Creative Thesis, which represents the culmination of the student's participation in the program.”

Naropa University - Boulder, Colorado

http://www.naropa.edu/academics/graduate/writingpoetics/mfalowres/index.cfm

“The online MFA degree requires 49 total credit hours, a combination of online workshops, online literature seminars, online elective studies, contemplative practice, summer residence at the Summer Writing Program, and at-home manuscript. Courses are taken online during the regular academic year, and summer semesters of the degree period are completed at Naropa. Writing workshops include Practice of Poetry, Practice of Fiction, and Creative Reading and Writing. Literature seminars focus on the works of particular authors, literary history and culture, and contemporary trends in literary theory. The final semester is spent on a final creative manuscript and thesis. Students in the online MFA program take courses in both poetry and prose.”

New England College – Henniker, New Hampshire

http://www.nec.edu/graduate/mfa/mfa.html

Poetry only. A forty to fifty page final manuscript of poems, a twenty page critical thesis, and sixteen memorized poems, and four residency and reading journals represent the fruition of each student's course of study.
University of New Orleans – New Orleans, Louisiana

http://lowres.uno.edu/lowres.cfm

“The low residency MFA in Creative Writing is based on our workshops in Madrid, Spain; Montpellier, France; and the poetry workshop at Ezra Pound's castle in Brunnenburg, Italy. Two or three summer semesters abroad are combined with distance (online) classes taken during the intervening fall and spring semesters. UNO's program offers online workshops with a maximum of interaction among faculty and students. The program is organized in standard semesters, providing the benefit of several different instructors in each genre over the course of your curriculum. We offer the low-residency MFA in Poetry Writing, Fiction Writing, Nonfiction Writing, Playwriting, and Screenwriting. 

University of Omaha – Nebraska City (off-site), Nebraska

http://www.unomaha.edu/unmfaw/

“At the end, you must produce:

- A creative thesis and a comprehensive exam in the student’s genre area that will be prepared, administered, and graded by the thesis committee. It will concern itself with the literature of the student’s genre area.”


On-line classes and workshops during semester.

Pacific University – Forest Grove, Oregon http://www.pacificu.edu/as/mfa/

“Students should expect to complete the following during the course of the program: read 60-80 works of literature; complete an analytical paper on a topic of literature, the writer’s craft, or contemporary letters; prepare a manuscript of fiction, nonfiction, or poetry; give a public reading; and prepare and deliver a class, presentation or lecture to fellow students during the fifth residency.”

Pine Manor College – Chestnut Hill, Mass.

http://www.pmc.edu/mfa/

“areas of study: fiction, poetry, nonfiction, or writing for children & young adults.
During the third semester, students complete a 30 to 35-page critical essay. Or, third semester students may instead elect to concentrate in an applied track, i.e: arts administration & community programming, pedagogy & literacy studies or publishing. Students who choose one of these tracks will undertake an internship as part of their research for the major critical essay. During the fourth, creative-thesis semester, students work closely with faculty mentors to revise work created during the MFA Program with the goal of producing a book-length manuscript of publishable quality.

Queens University of Charlotte – Charlotte, North Carolina

http://www.queens.edu/graduate/programs/creative_writing.asp

“The low-residency MFA program at Queens involves four semesters of coursework, each of which includes a seven-day on-campus residency and — in the periods between residencies — an on-line workshop where you share your writing with three or four other students and your faculty mentor for that semester.

At the end of two years, you'll finish the program by returning to campus for a fifth residency, a graduating residency, in which you'll present your thesis, offer a public reading from your work, and lead your fellow students in a craft seminar that you've developed with a faculty advisor.

Students can concentrate in fiction, poetry, creative nonfiction, or writing for stage and screen.  Students who are accepted in more than one genre can focus on different genres in different semesters.

Rainier Writing Workshop @ Pacific Lutheran U. – Tacoma, Washington

http://www.plu.edu/~mfa/about.html

“By the time of graduation, participants will be expected to have produced a collection of work in one or more genres of a quality worthy of publication. The degree will be awarded for completion of 3 years and 4 residencies, a successful field experience, and an acceptable thesis consisting of a critical paper as well as an original portfolio of fiction, nonfiction, or poetry. The critical paper should arise from the areas of study and will usually be completed during the third year. It should serve as the basis for a course to be taught by the graduating participant in the final residency. The program will help arrange for an independent residency at writers' centers and retreats in all regions of the country and/or study abroad in a variety of programs in literature, writing, or language.

Seattle Pacific University – Seattle, Washington

http://www.spu.edu/prospects/grad/academics/mfa/index.asp

“Each student will choose a specialization in one of three genres—poetry, fiction, and creative nonfiction—and complete a thesis under the direction of a faculty mentor. Students may choose to study two genres during the course of the program, but this will require a third full year of study.

In close consultation with his or her faculty mentor, the student will formulate a course of reading. Readings will be chosen from two categories: classic works from the Judeo-Christian literary tradition and contemporary works that may serve as models and inspiration for the student’s immediate creative challenges. Special emphasis will be placed on gaining a deeper understanding of the classic works in the student’s chosen genre. By the end of the two-year program, students will have read between 50-60 books.

Each quarter the student will complete a short critical paper on a subject relevant to the chosen course of study. In the sixth and final quarter of the program, the student will complete a long (20 page) critical paper.”

Seton Hill University – Greenburg, Pennsylvania

http://www.setonhill.edu/o/index.cfm?PID=13  

“ Seton Hill University's unique Master of Arts in Writing Popular Fiction teaches students to write marketable novels in popular genres like mystery, romance, science fiction, horror, and fantasy. Additional specialties include literature for children and adolescents, and cross-genre blends like romantic suspense or young adult mysteries.

Students attend two week-long, on-campus residencies each year to master the core elements of fiction writing and effective marketing and to gain inspiration from faculty mentors and special guests, all published authors in genre fiction. Established authors mentor students one-on-one as they work toward completing a market-ready manuscript from home. Readings, classes, and on-line discussion about the history, trends, and techniques of genre fiction add depth to the student's experience.  

Spalding University – Louisville, Kentucky http://www.spalding.edu/frame.asp?pg=db2.asp?id=375

“Students in the MFA Program are required to complete successfully four semesters and five residencies (the fifth residency occurs after the fourth semester and includes graduation) and to accumulate 60-64 credit hours. During the program, students read 36-40 books, complete a third semester Extended Critical Essay (minimum of 25 pages), lead a Small Group Discussion, prepare a Creative Thesis of original writing in the appropriate area of concentration (75 pages of prose, screenwriting, or playwriting; 35 pages of poetry; eight picture books; or 75 pages of middle grade or young adult literature), and during the fifth residency teach a class to other students (Graduation Lecture), present a reading of original work (Graduation Reading), and participate in a Thesis Discussion.”

Stonecoast (University of Southern Maine) – Portland, Maine

http://www.usm.maine.edu/stonecoastmfa

“The MFA requirements are fulfilled when the student has completed the following: Submitted the creative thesis with a mentor signature page to the MFA office; Presented a seminar or panel paper during the residency; Delivered a 20-minute reading from the creative thesis.

- monthly critical annotations required
By the beginning of the second semester, each student should choose one area of emphasis to help focus their third-semester project. There are six possible emphases: craft, literary theory, community service (including literary administration and literacy work, creative collaboration, teaching/pedagogy; and publishing.

Option of a Stonecoast residency in Ireland.’

Vermont College (Union Institute & University) - Montpelier, Vermont http://www.tui.edu/mfaw/?strLink=Aa.2.8

“Program offers degree tracks in fiction, creative nonfiction, and poetry, as well as a secondary concentration in translation. The first and second semesters concentrate primarily on writing, reading, and critical thinking. The third semester requires, in addition to the ongoing focus on writing and reading, a 20- to 50-page critical thesis. In the fourth semester, you will compile a book-length manuscript of writing completed while in the program, as well as prepare a lecture on a subject of your choice and a reading of your own creative work, both to be presented at the final residency.

Writers enrolled in the MFA in Writing Program may choose to attend a summer residency in Slovenia, in lieu of Vermont.

Warren Wilson College – Asheville, North Carolina

http://www.warren-wilson.edu/~mfa/

“The Warren Wilson Master of Fine Arts degree requires successful completion of four semesters' study and represents mastery in creative writing, contemporary letters, applied criticism, and the tradition of literature.

To receive the degree, each student will complete an analytical paper on some topic of literature, contemporary letters or craft; read 50-80 books; teach a class to fellow students; give a public reading of his or her work; and prepare a manuscript of fiction or poetry.

The Whidbey Writers Workshop – Whidbey Island, Washington

http://www.writeonwhidbey.org/mfa/index.htm

“The Whidbey Writers Workshop MFA Program is the first in the country - and perhaps in the world - to be offered not by a college or university, but by an organization of writers. As a low-residency (also known as brief residency) program, the WWW MFA will require students to attend intensive ten-day residencies on Whidbey Island each August and January. Residencies will be followed by sixteen-week online semesters.

The Whidbey Writers Workshop MFA Program is one of the most flexible low-residency MFAs around. Most other brief residency programs require fifteen-credit blocks each term and must be completed in two years. Ours will offer five-credit individual courses so that students may work at their own pace, taking from two to six years to complete the program. The Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing is a program intended for those who have already demonstrated advanced ability in the writing of fiction, poetry, or non-fiction written for adults or for children. Courses in Script-writing will be offered as enrollment allows.”

Wilkes University - Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania

http://www.wilkes.edu/pages/412.asp

“fiction | poetry | screenwriting | playwriting | creative nonfiction. As a student, you will major in one genre and take a foundation course in a second. Your final master's project will be evaluated by an agent, director, producer, or editor.”
